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http://www.loti.london


Virtual Meeting 
Etiquette

01.

02.

03.

04.

05.

06.

Please put your phones/devices on mute to avoid 
echo

Please leave your camera on

If you have any questions or comments while 

someone else is speaking, please share them in the 

Chat section

If you'd like to speak, please turn off mute (for 

those on the phone use *6 to mute/unmute) or 

indicate in the Chat section

If speaking via phone, please state your name 

before you make a comment

If you’re referring to a specific slide, mention the 

slide number (top right hand corner) 
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Agenda

Welcome and introductions 11:30

GLA/LOTI Data Projects 
Updates

11:40

Meet the ONS Data Science 
Mentors

11:50

Data Science Skills 
Development Programme 
Q&A

12:00

Close 12:30
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Welcome and 
introductions
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Attendees

5Annamaria Hartman, 
Chiadi Lionel, Josh 
Moran

Camden Council

Danielle Kelly Brent

Anthony Sutton Tower Hamlets Council

Anna Trichkine Hounslow

Anna Gibson Hackney

Libby Rogers GLA

Hashim Dangra TfL



GLA/LOTI Data Projects Updates
Libby Rogers, GLA / Jay Saggar, LOTI
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ONS Update

7LOTI & ONS Data Science Skills Development 
Programme 

Timetable
Beginner - Intermediate 
Monday 12 July – Monday 6 September 

Advanced
Monday 13 September – Monday 4 October

Programme Availability
We have 15 places available! Places will be 
distributed fairly across member boroughs, 
subject to the skills and capabilities of those who 
apply. We welcome sign-ups from more than 
one participant per borough, but cannot 
guarantee everyone a place.



ONS Update
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LOTI & ONS Data Science Skills 
Development Programme 

Support & Resource
● 3 ONS Mentors
● One day per week

Next Steps
● Pre-Training - 28 June
● Beginner Course starts - 12 July
● Advanced Course starts - 13 September



Pre-learning

Required: Into to Data Linkage and either Intro to Python 
or Intro to R - all available on the ONS Learning Hub.
Optional/recommended: foundations of SQL, RAP 
pathway, PySpark

Week 1: Consolidate

Week 2: Exact Matching

Week 3: Further Preprocessing for Data Linkage

Week 4: Mini Project 1

Week 5: Rule Based + Score Matching 
(deterministic)

Week 6: Probabilistic Matching

Week 7: Further methods in data linkage

Week 8: Mini Project 2

Draft Course 
Overview - 
Beginner / 

intermediate



Pre-learning

Required: Introduction to Python/R, Data Linkage in 
Python/R, Machine Learning in Python / R

Participants will ideally have their own business problem 
they can explore with these techniques to supplement the 
open data provided.

Week 1: Consolidation

Week 2: Supervised Machine Learning Matching

Week 3: Unsupervised Machine Learning Matching

Week 4: Applied Project

Draft Course 
Overview - 
Advanced



Q&A
ONS Mentors
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Q&A

12How do participants access the pre-training 
materials?
Once the final participants have been decided, 
then successful applicants will need to approve 
privacy statement and can access full raft of 
content. Relevant pre-training courses will be 
highlighted. 

What software and packages need to be 
installed ahead of the course?
Pre-learning courses will prompt participants to 
install what will be necessary for the course. 
The full list of additional packages and libraries 
will be circulated to successful applicants as part 
of the pre-learning starter pack.

How is the course carried out?
Open to flexibility and is adaptable. 
Participant-led, so please do bring your own 
datasets. Introduction to content, demos, and 
then time for participants to put in practice what 
they’ve learned, with time aside for 1-2-1 tuition.



Q&A

13Utilising libraries to access Python & will it be 
available after the course?
Some of the content will be taken from 
pre-existing libraries, but some yet to be 
determined to allow for flexibility. Majority of 
packages will have been installed as part of 
pre-learning content & time will be allowed for 
participants to download during the course.

What day in the week?
Monday each week

Can we use personal laptops? (connectivity)
Yes, but it depends on the data that is being 
used. If bringing your organisation’s data, then 
participants would be expected to have liaised 
with their organisation’s Information Governance 
teams beforehand to ensure that will be possible. 

How many places are there on the 
programme?
15 places in total, but there are limited spaces on 
the Advanced stream.



Q&A

14Data Matching cover address base as that’s 
what is used in Council?
It depends on the datasets, so please do bring 
the datasets that would be of most use and we 
will remain flexible. 

Is access to the Learning Hub time-limited?
After completing the programme, participants 
will have access to the learning hub for an 
indefinite period.

Are you expecting people to complete Intro to 
Python & R as a pre-requisite?
Pre-programme questions will be shared with 
participants beforehand to gauge what 
language to focus on. No restrictions on 
preferred language. 



Q&A

15Can participants switch between languages?
We would recommend that participants stick to 
one but won’t restrict you from doing so. The 
theory is the same but participants would be 
doubling workload. Easier to learn in one 
language and once comfortable, can switch 
between them by applying syntax. 

What is the recommended language?
R is more user-friendly and Python is more useful 
for development and deploying machine 
learning, so it’s a matter of preference. 

How do participants contact their mentors?
Mentors can be contacted by email in-between. 
Potential for creating a channel on the 
Government Data Science Slack channel.



Next Steps & 
Wrap Up
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Future 
Dates
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28 July 2021

Summer Break

22 September 2021

To Register: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/117
972493905 

01.

02.

03.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/117972493905
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/117972493905


Next Data Science Network Meet-Up

Register online: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/117972493905  

28 July 2021 
11.30 am - 12.30 pm

London Office of 
Technology & Innovation
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https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/117972493905

